Native American/American Indian Sign Language Guide

Black & white sign drawings and the text comes from Universal Indian Sign Language, by
William Tokins (published in 1926)

The Indian Sign Language may be the first universal language produced by any people. Itis a
genuine Indian language of great antiquity. It has a beauty and imagery possessed by few, if any,
other languages. It is the foremost gesture language that the world has ever produced.

Owing to the idiomatic form of the language, there are certain fundamental differences which
must be remembered. Every interrogation is made either wholly or in part bv the question sign.
Instead of saying “Where are you going?” the signs would be, QUESTION, YOU, GOING.
Instead of “What do you want?” the signs would be QUESTION, YOU, WANT. The sign for
“question” covers the words WHAT, WHERE, WHY and WHEN. It is made to attract attention,
to ask, to inquire, to examine.

In sign language it is not customary to ask “What is your name?” because it has a different way
of asking this question: “What are you called?’ the signs for which are QUESTION, YOU,
CALLED.

Time is reckoned by the Indians as follows: Days, by nights or sleeps; months, by moons; and
years, by winters. In speaking of the age of a person, or of past or future time, the general custom
is to say, “So many winters.”

For time of day, make sign for SUN, holding hand toward the point in the heavens where the sun
is at the time indicated. To specify a certain length of time during the day, indicate space on sky
over which the sun passes. Present time is expressed by Indians by the sign NOW, and also by
the sign TODAY, while occasionally, for emphasis, both signs are used.

What is understood to be the first person singular, is indicated by pointing to one’s- self. The
plural WE is made by the signs ME and ALL. YOU, ALL, means YE; while HE, ALL means
THEY. Gender is shown by adding the signs MAN or WOMAN. Past tense is shown by adding
LONG TIME.

Such words or articles, as A, THE, AN, IT, etc., are not used in sign language. The syntax or
sentence construction is naturally elemental and simple. The verb is not placed as with us, but
generally between the subject and the object.

Sign language may be used to advantage at a distance, which the eye can reach but not the ear,
and still more frequently when silence or secrecy is desired.

Every sign in this work is a true Indian sign. Nothing has been borrowed from the deaf or from
other sources, the compiler having adhered strictly to Indian origins.



Native American Sign Language: lllustrated Guides to 400 Gestures

Drawing key/guide to hand gestures & words starting with English letter A
R indicates right hand. L indicates left hand. Arrow shows movement.

10 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

I Hand II Hand X Hand
R _indicates right hand. L. indicates left hand . Arrow, shows movement
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Line drawing shows beginnin%and dotted outline shows end of movement of hands.
Students must Compare Each Diagram with Explanation Found on Opposite Page.
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Numbers and counting in American Indian sign language
COUNTING. The system of tens is universally used by our Indians in enumeration.

In counting from one to ten, the usual way is to hold the closed right hand in front, the back
towards and about height of shoulder, edges of hand pointing up; for one, the little finger is
extended; two, the third; three, second; four, index; five, thumb; keeping fingers extended,
separated, and pointing upwards; six, bring the closed left hand at same height, equally
advanced, and near right, and extend the thumb; seven, extend left index; eight, second finger;
nine, third finger; ten, little finger.

For twenty, open and close both hands twice. Many tribes indicate a number of tens by first
making the sign for ten, then hold extended left hand horizontally in front of body, and draw the
tip of extended right index from base over the back of each finger to its tip, each motion of this
kind representing ten and going as far as fifty; then holding the right hand in similar manner,
mark the backs of its thumb and fingers with tip of left index to indicate from sixty to one
hundred.

For counting hundreds, hold up both 5 hands with both thumbs touching, hands held near right
shoulder; then swing in a circle across to left and downwards. A number of hundreds are counted
on backs of hands same as in counting tens, first indicating that you are now dealing with
hundreds.
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Line drawing shows beginning and dotted outline shows end of movement of hands.
Students must Compare Each Diagram with Explanation Found on Opposite Page.




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

3 W ..m 7\h>\.~\\..vm. / &Aw
M f 4 g g
B P/ I
e~ /
.Vl.l“);u‘l/ ] ﬁ\
C m./.}.”. //r//w L 4] \ M.
e m..u.._|||“.l —— ; /7/ :.\n
{7 L 2
5| m. 3 g
iz y £ 5
| W m «ﬂ ! m - nnwv VW
& % - ® .
1. 3 sl :
i j f, s\é 5
.q! ﬁ £

Pour Toujours

g

i 3

Z i

- W 13




30

INDIAN SIGN

LANGUAGE

Ziege

~/ P AR
- :'-',f— - o=
X, Ol LSRR R AT, =
Fragrant Ami Grenouille
wu»f{l?.‘hm Fragrant | Freund Friend | Frosch Frog
= ;. .». i
/%’—f\:_:;?’ <
?‘h" o
FORY s o T
%
Futur Galoper '
Zukunft Fulure | Galloppieren Gallop
W o = 7
ll ’/
: ll 4/// W &
= —_Z
= 4 T
ille D i Da ~Moi i
slliidchen Gurl G:l:::r Give | Gieb o . GiveMe
S
p 4 P o SO
P N S e o B N
¢ EOEEY
S —:’_‘-‘__—/,
Gant ' Aller
Hantschuh Gehen Go
I
Allez de 1l'avant Chevre B
Vorwarts Gehen Q0 Ahead Goat | Gut Good




32

INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

-
m

P
T

Demi
Halb

Half

Metis
Misch Blut

Half Breed

Cacher . .Haut " Tenir :
Fell Hide | Hoch High | Halten Hold
Line drawing shows beginning and dotted outline shows end of movement of hands

Students must Compare Each Diagram with Explanation Found on Opposite Page. '



34

INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Indian

Com
Combien
Wie viele How Many
Je ou mot
Ich
/ -
Chasser
Hungry | Jagen Hunt Ior Me
Emprisonner Augmenter
Inhaftieren Vermehren
—
—_— —-— —
— &N 4 N
/- I-:. :l \ (?9: : '
S sl ~
2y &
Impossible | Imprison @ Ihcrease
Indien Inférieur
Indiane# Mangelhaft

%

™

g

Inferior







36 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Pria, AT oo
"‘.‘: :Q At = :\::
- R
) . = Sauter

Eifersiichtig Jealous | Spass Joke | Springen Jump
Garder Bouilloire

Behalten Kessel




38 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
| N
\
)
L\ <
Feuille Gustre . Mensonge .
Blatt Leaf | camaschen Leggings | Lige Lie
il =S
’ ’
Lumis Eclair . : Ecouter .
Ligt Light | Blte Lightning | Harer Listen
= 3
R
Petit Longten Tine - fuire] Hamme
Kla:n Little Inayah::::: H Mann Man
;"“lﬂl AN LR ;‘;% =
me| &2 e
W\ '\%? ,//,il//’ e,
N P Rt
N &7
Plusieurs Flusieurs Fois . Mari
Viele Many | oft Many Times Hetraton Marry
R —
;\ / ;
Allumett Viand Medaill
Stroickhols Match F:nuc;. Meat | orden Medal




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Medicine Recontrer Memoire
Medizin Treffen Gedachtms
\. % “~_‘,j’.\ / / ‘ /
SAZ EEN ;
Nhoh 7 TV — -~ +4
/, D TA ) F 84 ( J/ f‘,'_.__ R S
:-l,‘ \r‘\ X \‘;_U' e < :
4 A N ! n‘r 7
Meet | Memory
R
R £
Métal A midi ' Miliew _
Metall Metal | Mittag Mid-day | Mitte Middle
Foe——y

Mangquer
Verfehlen Miss

Erreau ® Souliers en chamois " Argent
Irrtum Mistake | Moccasin Moccasin | Geld Money

Lune M‘lre -
Mond Moon | Mutter Mother |Automobil Motor Car




Pleurer
Trauern




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Oft Often

o

Vis .a-vis :
Gegeniiber Oppogl{-g

—_—
D ——

n -

—

—d
! 4

_ ==
—_— =

N

R

Reprendre
Einholen Overtake

Peindre .
Farbe Paint

Paralysie

Schlagfluss Palsy

Pawnee
Pawnee

Peut-étre
Viellewht Perhaps




46 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE
Pipe Pistolet Compassion

Pfeife Pistole Mitleid
~ 22
3 4B =1
R - -

W

\ A%/
\ N= ,i' ’:'
)

Plaignez_ma "
Bedaure mich P dy Me

FPortrait
Bildnis

Decharne’ -
rne v . i
Mager Poor in flesh Portrait Possession
= o
g =\ :
& =
; L
Poudre Prairie 3 Prisanier
Pulver Powder | Prérie Prairie | Gefangener Prisoner
Conversation privee Querelle
Streit

Privatgesprach

Prvate Talk Push




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Calmer.vous

Ruhigwerden
- E R

Question

Frage 1
P = @ [ e
‘ (\\ (RS

MY

Y
= (e ((CCU0C
é@\ﬁ ((gui,l i)l
LY Rapds

)
)

i

\M

llllﬂm\

}) )l ) ’I'S

)
%
;: 3
“n

Sy

il

/ "':\’ :.' H e TN -
=3 = .
\ = — h
N e b \\\\\\\\\
!b,. — NENEN) Serpent & sonnetles \\\\\
‘./-' l: t *({*! _Klapper Schlange \
\ . ®
Cliguet Recha
th’pﬂ:: Rattle R Rattle Snake Genesz:" Recover

/\ Anneau .
Red |Ring Ring
Riviere Cordage
Strick

Rope




50 INDIAN

SIGN

LANGUAGE

Frapper contre . Selle Voir
Degegen remer Run Against | Sattel Saddle | Sehen See
¢ @\ -
)/%\\ Jl = B | =
I ,-. R f'-:__:.‘\\ - R
\b\\\\ /ﬂ’ // sie WM R =
~N FIN 2
,"ﬂ".\ Y5 f‘.’}_’_',,:?':’ v,
Y o
‘Il J o % .‘., \
Saisir . Séparer Coudre
Ergreifen Seize | Separat Separate | Néhen Sew
m
e R =N
o N
——— X
- -~ N
PO y A 1
’ \ 1
i i 9
\ e ¥
‘\ W _,/ A
= T Foameni™
Donner la main Moutan
Hand reichen Shake Hands | Scharf Sharp | Schaf Sheep
Tirer sur
Schiessen
e fa
Court
Kurtz Short

Zeichensprache |

Sign Language

Silent

Chanter
Singen




52 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

3@ e

R
- \‘ T T
N N = =
'lﬂlllll VN —
,d-—\ AN == )
N T \
TR —_—— ’
_.l | 1 -l N —— ™
',__ % —
.‘\,.—-——}
- -
7o)

Rester i " Traineau
Bleiben Ot or Remain | Schiitten Sled

Dormir Lent
Schlafen S leep Langsam Slow

nnmﬂ'll']}ll ' \,\\\\\\ \\\\\
" :5 \
? LY (E /////(( e \

Fumer ":‘i}}“ : 4 Serpent ////// // / )))

P -‘\I’\
" ’—"
:’——7'\.‘}
|
‘ . .ll
Soldat . | {
Soldier Soldier | Son | Saver Sour

Debout
Stehen Stand




54 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Etoile ' Dé‘rober
S%\‘L@ Stehlen <23
Z T _ @ \
— o
P I
,:::s.’. %—___ | \\\\\\
R = .
2 5 T ¢4 ——r=
~, 1
T Frapper A
Star Steal | Schlagen Strike
Rayer Soleil
Gestreift Sonne
N \
S \\
Striped Sun
LA —_ _ =
e 44 ‘\::::;.,,’r" ® \\ .’/
I AGEX NN
o
Lever du soleil 2 Entourer’ Nager "
Sonnen aufgang Sunrise Umgeben Surround Schwimmen Swim
Discours
iSprechen
,,—‘",r“—:
[md = =
A ——— ——— -
v %——— n"-\.-‘\_.‘
5= (75 /2
LAl
\~ ‘\\.
Prehdre Causerie .
Nehmen Take Plaudern Little Talk Talk
=/
Méler Gauter Tatouer
Verwickelt Tangled Geschmack Taste Tdtowieren Tattoo




INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

56
=
o g
7
ol S =
: ites-moi Merci
Toas “Taepas: | Segne Tell Me | Danke Thark You
'1:5;"\:‘";5:‘:
pais ai| " Penser .
gi,:k Thlck g[ung"re Tl’lm Dmien Thmk
\\\ \
}.:::: Tobacco

Ensemble
Zusammen

Togefher'

Hache de guerre
Tamahawk

Tomahawk

Echanger

Axbre
Baum

Tree

Trot

Tine drawine chawe hacinnina and Aattad antlinae chawe and Af mawamant Af hands



58

INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

Vraxy Essayer Pincettes

Wahr True | Versuchen Try | Pincette Tweezers
Laid .
Hasslich

&
({ Ifir7ss
7
,:.\:’, / & )
Scintiller 5 o e Incertain
Zwinkern Twinkle | &7y Ugly | Ungewiss Uncertain

Comprend# Unir
Ve:‘sptel-n:n?‘ Understand | Vereinigen Unite Up
- L Ber. Verdeckter: wagen
7y =2
)\ \
gl

[ \ A 1// \\}) : 7 \

( / f( T |

L N\ R /

& & 1Ll

Wa Wagon, couver r
%533 Wagon ey *Wagon ( covered) Qg:?:ne Wait

Besain

Verlangen Want




60 INDIAN SIGN LANGUAGE

£

, L A A
Montre Eau Fouet
Uhr Wa{’ch Wasser Water Peitsche Whlp
e R O o =i O =xXZ=
RS =R B iﬁ}%
B i RNTAE
. L F Nt NNy Y Ra= s
=1 7 v P 7o \\ \\ ‘\‘
- Sy

Race Blanche . Brosse.abm Vent :
Weisse Whites | Laubdach Wickey-up | wina Wind

Hiver - . Avec ; Lou
Winter Winter | mit With Wo olf

—
Travailler Plaie mealhr\\\ //

Arbeiten Work | Wunde Wound. | wickeln Wrap

Rt NS
72 \\\\ \: e Gestern
pes 3 N 7 TN T
,/, \\\\r)'\\ >
[P0 & -
% /*\\/A o C _///- L.
koot G
ety \
Ecrire Oul S
Schreiben Write | Ja Yes = Yesterday







