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Landscape Architecture 

Merit Badge Requirements

1. Go to a completed landscape project that a landscape architect has 

designed. Before you visit the site, obtain a plan of the design from the 

landscape architect if one is available.

2. After completing requirement 1, discuss the following with your merit badge 

counselor:

a. Tell whether the design had separate spaces, a defined point of entry, a 

clear path system, and sun and shade variety.

b. Discuss how any structures, the designated seating, eating, or parking 

areas suited the overall design.

c. Explain how the design reflected consideration for the comfort, shelter, 

and security of the users.

d. Discuss how the choice of trees, shrubs, and ground covers used in the 

project contributed to its appeal and function.

3. Identify five shrubs, five trees, and one ground cover, being sure that you 

select examples of different shapes, sizes, and textures. With the help of your 

counselor or a local nursery, choose plants that will grow in your area. Bring 

pictures of the different planting materials or, if possible, examples of their 

branches, leaves, or flowers to a troop meeting. Be prepared to tell how you 

might use each in the design of a landscape.



Landscape Architecture 

Merit Badge Requirements

4. After obtaining permission from the appropriate authority, look at and study a 

place of worship, school grounds, or a public building and identify where most 

people arrive by bus or car. Then do the :following:

a. Using a measuring tape, measure and draw the main site entry and its 

nearby area. Define the scale of your drawing. Be sure to include the 

driveway and sidewalk or path that leads to the buildingôs main entry. 

Indicate any sidewalks, structures, trees and plants, lights, drains, 

utilities, or other site furnishings within the study area. Make two copies 

of this plan and save the original, then do 4b and 4c using the copies.

b. On one copy of your site plan, use directional arrows to indicate where 

the water drains across the site, where ditches occur, and where water 

stands for a longer period of time.

c. Decide how you can make the place safer and more comfortable for 

those using it. Redesign the area on another copy of the plan. You may 

want to include new walks, covered waiting areas, benches, space-

defining plantings of trees and shrubs, and drainage structures.

5. Find out about three career opportunities in landscape architecture. Pick one 

and find out the education, training, and experience required for this 

profession. Discuss this with your counselor, and explain why this profession 

might interest you.



Requirement 1

Go to a completed landscape project that a landscape architect 
has designed. Before you visit the site, obtain a plan of the 
design from the landscape architect if one is available.

(If no completed landscape project designed by a landscape 
architect is near you, use the photographs of one of the two 
following projects to help you complete this requirement.)



Completed Landscape Project #1



Completed Landscape Project #2



Requirement 2

After completing requirement 1, discuss the following with your 

merit badge counselor: Tell whether the design had separate 

spaces, a defined point of entry, a clear path system, and sun 

and shade variety.

a. Discuss how any structures, the designated seating, eating, or 

parking areas suited the overall design.

b. Explain how the design reflected consideration for the comfort, 

shelter, and security of the users.

c. Discuss how the choice of trees, shrubs, and ground covers 

used in the project contributed to its appeal and function.



Landscape Architecture Basics
Å Scale is the relationship of the design 

to the people who will use it. 

Å Proportion refers to the proper 

relationship of one part of the 

composition to another, and to the 

whole

ï The important question is, does that 

element look correctly placed?

ï The top image illustrates a house that 

is visually overwhelmed by the 

landscaping ïthe shrubs next to the 

house are as tall, or taller than the 

house, with some even obscuring 

windows ïthis scale is too large. 

ï The middle example is the exact 

opposite. The trees and shrubs look like 

toys in comparison to the house ïthe 

scale of this landscape is too small. 

ï The bottom example is what weôre after. 

The landscape elements are well suited 

to the size of the house, hence this 

represents appropriate scale.



Landscape Architecture Basics
Å Emphasis, often called accent, is anything in the design that 

creates a spot of interest.

Å The effect could be a contrast in color or a contrast in form or 

texture.



Landscape Architecture Basics
Å Repetition is the duplication of the same element several 

times.

Å Rhythm, often called sequence, breaks the monotony of 

repetition.

ï It changes the routine by introducing, at regular intervals, one or 

two new elements into the series.

This image provides a good example 

of how varying the plant material 

creates interest but also repeating 

the same plant material within the 

design connects the landscape and 

visually helps it flow more naturally.

This parking lot shows how flower beds 

use rhythm to help break up the 

repetitious monotony of the parking 

spaces.



Landscape Architecture Basics
Å Balance is the visual stability of a composition

ï A symmetrical arrangement, with mirrored images on each side 

of an axis, gives a sense of formality.

ï An asymmetrical design, with an irregular yet balanced 

arrangement of objects, gives a sense of informality.


